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R 180810Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5504 
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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, LY 

SUBJECT: LYKES BROS. CLAIM AGAINST GENERAL NATIONAL MARITIME 
TRANSPORT COMPANY 


REF: STATE 124270 


1 . IF DEPARTMENT WISHES, EMBASSY WILL TRY TO CONTACT MANSOURI 
ON LYKES BROTHERS DEBT PROBLEM. WHILE IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE 
TO HAVE COPIES OF LYKES BROTHERS COMMUNICATIONS IN HAND, WE 
COULD MAKE INITIAL APPROACH ON BASIS OF INFORMATION IN REFTEL. 
WE KNOW OF NO OTHER "MORE DIRECT AVENUE OF APPROACH" UNLESS 
COMPANY WISHES TO SEND AN AGENT HERE. 


2. BELIEVE MANSOURI IS MAN WHO DEALT WITH EMBASSY LAST 
FALL WHEN GNMTC TANKERS ESSIDRA AND ZUETINA WERE DETAINED BY 
U.S. AUTHORITIES PENDING PAYMENT OF SPECIAL PORT DUTIES OR 
EXEMPTION THEREFROM BY U.S. CUSTOMS (1977 TRIPOLI 1310 AND 
PREVIOUS). WE PRESUME THESE TANKERS CONTINUE RUNS TO GULF 
PORTS AND WOULD BE INTERESTED TO KNOW WHETHER LYKES BROS. 

HAS MONOPOLY POSITION AND IS IN POSITION TO DEPRIVE TANKERS 
OF REQUIRED SERVICES IF DEBT NOT SETTLED. 
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